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MESSAGE

It is a matter of great pleasure that A National Level Poetry Competition
‘Express in Verse’ on the topic ‘Emotions during Corona OQutbreak and
Lockdown” was jointly organised by IQAC and Dept. of Marathi & English of
Vidyasagar Kala Mahavidyalaya, Khairi (Bijewada), Ramtek as an awareness
campaign to fight COVID 19 Pandemic. The selected poems from the
competition are also being published in the form of an e-book with ISBN
entitled “Verses during Lockdown™. The theme of the competition and e-book is
significant in the present scenario when the whole world is witnessing an
unprecedented crisis due to the pandemic,

I congratulate the organizers for this endeavour and extend my warm
greetings to the participants in the competition and contributors to the e-book. [
hope that such type of activities will prove to be a great mental booster to

everyone in the society and provide an opportunity to create positivity in life

B i

Adv. Ashish Jaiswal
M.L.A. Ramtek
President,
Vidyasagar Education Socicty

during such difficult times.
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Smt. Anita V. Jaiswal
Secretary, Vidyasagar Education Society, Ramtek

MESSAGE

I’'m pleased to know that as an IQAC initiative to create awareness against
COVID 19 Pandemic, IQAC, Department of Marathi & English of Vidyasagar Kala
Mahavidyalaya have jointly organised a National level Poetry Competition ‘Express
in Verse’ on the topic “Emotions during Corona Outbreak and Lockdown’. It is also a
matter of pleasure that the college is publishing selected poems in the form of an e-
book with ISBN, entitled “Verses during Lockdown™.

The theme of this activity and e-book is relevant in the present context. The
present venture will create lot of awareness and positivity during this pandemic time.

I extend my warm greetings to the participants in the competition, contributors

to the e-book and congratulate the organizers and wish this venture all success.

/)5_;7-4-/3 O-u-,O
Anita Jaiswal

Secretary
Vidyasagar Education Society, Ramtek
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Chief-Editor

FOREWORD

The COVID-19 pandemic has created an unprecedented crisis in the
history of mankind. All possible human enterprises came to a standstill. The
nation was forced to a complete lockdown. Only one thing could not be stopped
by the deadly corona virus. And that was the unstoppable human creativity. And
the best and noblest form of this creativity is poetry.

During the Lockdown, the IQAC of Vidyasagar Kala Mahavidyalaya in
collaboration with the Dept. of English and Marathi launched an ambitious on-
line project of a national poetry competition. The best minds across India
responded. A total of 210 poems were received in three languages=-Marathi,
Hindi and English. The poems were scrutinized and the best three were selected
and awarded prizes. The IQAC ventured to publish the best 66 poems and the e-
book of poems in your hands is the end product of this venture. sincerely hope
that this collection of poems will be the best expression of how creative minds

responded to the worst ever tragedy - the COVID-19 pandemic- that the human
race has faced in its long and chequered history.

Best Wishes to all.

Dr. P.K.U. Pillai

Principal
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EDITORIAL

COVID 19 pandemic is teaching multiple lessons to the world. A virus, invisible to
our naked eyes, has proved that it can lockdown our lives all of a sudden. Corona threat is
proving disastrous for all of us. It has given a major setback to economy, industry, education
and other such sectors worldwide. It has compelled us to lockdown ourselves into our homes
to remain safe from getting infected with corona virus. Number of corona cases and
casualties caused by it are still increasing and the whole world is struggling to fight and cope
with the situation. It has given birth to a lot of social, economic, political and psychological

issues.

The greatest issue today is to cope up with the emotional and crisis created due to the
corona pandemic. On the one hand, the people are locked down in their houses, and on the
other, they are worried about their daily bread and butter. Remaining within the four walls for
such a long period has also given birth to various mental pressures and psychological issues.
Besides this, has also provided us with an opportunity to introspect as well as retrospect
ourselves and think about the various ways of life. Taking note of this, IQAC of our college
in collaboration with Department of Marathi and English took initiative to organize National
Poetry Competition ‘Express in Verse’ to give an opportunity to the people to unlock their

overflowing emotions during the lockdown period and weave them into verses.

We got overwhelming response from all over India. We received 210 poems for the
competition from various states in India. Among these, 149 poems were in Marathi, 46
poems were in Hindi and remaining 15 poems were in English. These poems mainly dealt
with the various emotions, sense and sensibilities during lockdown period and effect of
Corona pandemic on human life. It was a tough job for the judges to select three best poems
to give away the prizes. We have tried our best to choose the best poetic expressions in the
competition. We congratulate Shri Vinod Raut, Shri Kamesh Patle and Shri Balawant Bhoyar
for winning prizes in the competition. We are grateful to all the participants who have sent
their compositions for the competition, without which the competition wouldn’t have been a

grand success.




IQAC of the college took initiative to publish the best poems received in the form of
e-book with ISBN. Principal Dr. P.K.U. Pillai a positive nod in this direction. We express our
sincere thanks to Shri C. D. Shiwankar, of Aakar Publications, Nagpur for publishing this e-
book entitled ‘Verses during Lockdown’. We are also grateful to Shri Kamesh Patle for
giving this book a beautiful cover which reflects the content of this book in true sense. We

are also obliged to all the contributors.

We would be failing in our duty if we do not acknowledge the motivation, dedication
and support of the people who stood by us to make this endeavour memorable. We take this
opportunity to convey our heartfelt thanks to Hon’ble Shri Ashish Jaiswal, President V.E.S.,
Hon’ble Smt Anita Jaiswal, Secretary, V.E.S. and all the Hon’ble members of the
Management of Vidyasagar Education society, Ramtek for their support. We thank our
Principal Dr. P.K.U. Pillai for his motivation, guidance and unconditional support in
organising this activity and publishing this e-book. We are also thankful to all the members of
IQAC for their valuable guidance. We express our heartfelt gratitude to all our teaching and

non-teaching staff members for their support in making this activity a grand success.

Girish Sapate Ravindra Pantavane Sawan Dharmpuriwar
(Head, Dept. of Marathi) (Dept. of English) (IQAC Co-ordinator)
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Emotions during Corona Outbreak

Oh, here comes Mr Worldwide!
Without the need of any guide.
With a crown in round,

It is ruling all around.

First in Asian,

Then in European.
Corona in association,
People in isolation.

A large family of viruses,

In humans are diseases.
Washing hands everyone,
Staying away from each one.

Industries and shops are shut down,
Colleges and schools are closed down,
Everywhere is a lockdown,

Economy is falling down.

Death and death everywhere,
Found no drug anywhere.

Fear and difficulty here,

Terror and anxiety in atmosphere.

Workplace shifted,
Lifestyle converted,
Routine changed,
Everything exchanged.

Why do you follow us?
Why don't you leave us?
O, Lord! Save us

From this trouble.

# Litty Curian
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King Corona! King Corona!

King Corona! King Corona!
From where you came?
Mother Nature or China
Whom should we blame?

Are you God?

Or you are a devil.

Are you here to save the earth?
Or to do something evil.

Are you the warrior?

Sent to save nature.

Or you are the moron,
Came to destroy our future.

King Corona! King Corona!
Please stop harming.

Now | came to know,

For what you are craving.

We became careless
While fulfilling our greed.
And you are the result

Of these evil deeds.

Yes, | do agree!

We harmed Mother Earth
And that is the reason
Behind your birth.

# Shravani Surve
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Sensation of Lockdown

The country is lockdown, not you,
The city is lockdown, not your life.

Parks are banned not nature,
Malls are banned not custom.

Gyms are closed not your fitness,
Theatres are closed not your vision.

Live lectures are restricted not E-learning,

Social gatherings are banned not a crackdown.

Roads are empty without any noise,

Earth will be cured without any wear and tear.

No more social gatherings and crowd,
The Universe will always be proud.

No more issues, No more crime,
The world is full of Amazon and Prime.

Go safe with all the hidden grace.
Next, some days make a better place.

& Suprit Bagawale

VERSES DURING LOCKDOWN ISBN 978-81-944165-4-8

82



Meet me in the Ordinary

During this isolation period of
Lockdown and quarantine

| want you to find me like

A treasure on a bookshelf,

A million to choose from,

Other standing taller beside me,

Newer and brighter than me,

Your finger glides along the

Dusty shelf until you search me,

Tilt me towards you,

Run your finger down my spine,

Brush my pages between your thumbs,
Open me up, read every word of me,
From beginning to end,

Take your time to read between my lines,
And absorb every ink-stained spot,

Read me until you fall asleep

With me laying across your chest,
Re-read your favourite parts of me,
Recite the words that sink into your soul,
Hold onto me and bend my corners,
Return to me on rainy nights,

Let me fill you with adventure and fantasies
That you never dreamed of before,

Read my pages out loud to me

So I can hear your voice and laughter,
And when you get my last page,

Tell me how you'd continue the story,
Tell me the ever after of you and me.

& Diksha Gurbaxani

VERSES DURING LOCKDOWN ISBN 978-81-944165-4-8

83



Corona A New Dawn

Don’t they say united we stand,

Divided we fall

But it’s not true,

To live, we need to stay inside our walls for now.

It’s not a moment
For thou to wander
Sit inside tickle your
Mind and wonder.

Because Corona is
The new calamity

All it requires is

The isolated integrity.

Even the darkest

Night has sunrise,

One day Corona will fall
And the new dawn will rise.

Let’s salute to doctors,
Police and all

Who is standing between
Us and Corona as a wall.

Let’s consider this
Cliché from within
Divided we stay,
United we win.

# Rima Thakur
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Pandemic

Oh, it happened again after 1920
This time it’s a Corona

Rather than a flu

Chinese material everywhere we find
Like a gun to glue

Though the worst disaster

But it’s a hidden wish

As whale in Pacific

Wishes for sardine fish

For that mother to a holster kid
Dad wanted to share the feast

As grand Paa & Maa long back did

Full family fighting with

The gigantic beast

Cracking jokes together

Then money to invest

It’s time to spend from the treasure chest

Have you found news of increasing case?

But yes, yesterday

There was the headline of gang rape

To those demons who are hells to the human race
Still hungry not for

Food but “Yes” for the body shape

Two words of sympathy

For the man who is sick

Offer him at least Kadak Chai
Requesting not to panic

Wash each veg from a store you pick

Story else than snap

With lipstick on Instagram
Conversation too changed

Now greeting by “Namaste & Salam”

Okay, let me end it now

It’s the last appeal

Where the world dealing with the disease
Be the one who brings

The smile on someone’s face at least

# Hritika Hisariya
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& FA WHAFaT
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